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The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB 
has members of all ages, and runs tramping 
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy 
(minimal experience required) to hard (high 
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also 
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold 
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut 
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for 
hire to members. Membership rates per year 
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or 
associate,  with  a $5 discount  for  members 
who  opt  to  obtain  this  newsletter 
electronically. 
For more about how the club operates, see 
the last page. 

News
New Members Welcome: We welcome 6 new members to the club: Nicholas Rowley, 
John Kerse, William King, Thomas McCann, Marion Beedles and Imelda Curtin. Please 
accept the club's warm welcome to you all.
POO POTS: In August 2012, during the ascent on a snow caving overnight trip to Bills 
Basin above the Temple Basin ski field, the Temple Basin ski field manager came up to us 
and asked us if we had Poo Pots with us. We had the choice of using Poo Pots or going 
down to use the toilets at the shelter. He made it plain that he did not want us poohing 
anywhere in the ski field and certainly not in Bills Basin as the basin contains the tarns that 
supply the water to the ski field lodge and other buildings. So we did as he asked, and 
used the toilets as we had not brought Poo Pots with us. This made for some rapid early 
departures the next morning, as it is some distance from Bills Basin to the shelter's toilets. 
Temple Basin gets lots of visitors every weekend, summer and winter, so it is not just one 
party but the cumulative effect of lots of people toileting directly on to the ground/snow that 
will leave an awful mess come the summer thaw and a very unhealthy water supply all 
year round. 
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So, if going to Temple Basin, and other popular sub-alpine & alpine areas including the 
Aoraki/Mt  Cook special  area,  then take a poo pot.  This  is  done routinely overseas in 
similar areas - we have yet to catch up, so please lead by example as responsible users of 
the outdoors. The links below, particularly the second one, give good information about 
how poo pots work, what to do and what not to do, and how you could make one if you 
wanted to. They are very cheap to buy from DOC, re-usable, and user friendly when used 
in conjunction with newspaper to roll the pooh up in before transferring it to the poo bag 
which in turn is placed inside the solid plastic poo pot with the screw-top lid. 
The  first  link  also  gives  indicative  pricing  at  DOC  Mt  Cook  visitor  centre. 
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/national-parks/aoraki-mount-cook/plan-and-
prepare/pack-it-out-poo-pots/ http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/plan-and-
prepare/care-codes/activity-minimal-impact-codes/disposing-of-human-waste/ Where  to 
get them from in CHCH? 
The only place that we know of is at DOC Christchurch Information Centre 31 Nga Mahi 
Rd, Sockburn, Christchurch 8042 Ph (03) 341 9113 Fax (03) 341 9101 PO Box 11089, 
Sockburn, Christchurch 8443 email christchurchvc@doc.govt.nz It would pay to ring up the 
Information Centre well in advance, in case DOC is out of either the Poo Pot or the Poo 
Bag. Note that DOC Christchurch Information Centre is not open in the weekend.

Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service 
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street) 
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure 
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually 
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening 
or Saturday morning. 
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or 
contact the trip leader in advance.
Social: We meet on Thursdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A 
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits 
served.  If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Alan Ross 384-6425 
or email alan.d.ross@orica.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm sharp, and if 
there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.

Thursday 27 September Club Night

Christchurch  Tramping  Club  Photographic  Competition:  After  we  have  put  the 
newsletter into the envelopes, Scott Fowler will judge and announce the results of this 
year's winner of the Christchurch Tramping Club photographic competition. The over all 
winner will be awarded the Roy Evans Memorial Trophy. You can read about Roy Evans 
in last month's newsletter. Please note that entries close on Thursday September 6th, 
see the notices section for more information.
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Saturday 29 September 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Easy Erik Norder 0221637756 

Narnialand Magic:  The club is again lucky to have been given 
permission  to  go  into  Flock  Hill  to  explore  the  amazing  rocky 
escarpment where the first of the Chronicles of Narnia was filmed. 
We'll start from Cave Stream and walk up to the escarpment. If 
there  is  still  snow  it  will  be  just  like  the  frozen  Narnia  winter 
wonderland.  Come along and enjoy a  great  social  trip.  Approx 
300m height gain overall, 10km, tussocky terrain.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 27 Sep
Map: BW21 
Approx: $20

Weekend 29-30 September 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Andrea Zahn 382 1044 
andi.zahn@gmx.de

Crow Hut: An easy weekend trip to the beautiful Crow Valley. The 
trip will go and return via the Waimakariri River. We will stay in the 
newish Crow Hut under the imposing face of Mt Rolleston. Only 
13km each way and 350m height gain,  although there is some 
untracked river bed and some easy river crossing involved. One 
hut ticket or an annual hut pass is required for this trip.

Grade: Easy+
Closes: 20 Sep
Map: BV20 
Approx: $35

Sunday 30 September 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 

Stoney Bay Peak: We'll start in Akaroa in the Rue Balguerie and 
walk up the Mt Vernon road and then up the steep shingle road 
past a farm and out onto the ridge crest. From the saddle, we go 
up to Stony Bay Peak (806m) for superb views of Otanerito Bay 
and Akaroa Harbour.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 27 Sep
Map: BY25 
Approx: $20

Thursday 4 October Club Night

Liz Tanner takes us Bush Walking in Australia: Liz Tanner talking on bush walking in 
Australia and shows slides,  mainly of  the Grampians in Victoria.  This will  be a great 
opportunity to see the unique flora and fauna of the south-eastern region of the great 
southern land. Next year Liz is running a trip in March for 8 days including spectacular 
Great Ocean Rd. A great night to be introduced to the opportunities that exist for those of 
you tempted to explore what's on offer on the next time you venture across the Tasman 
Sea.

Saturday 6 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Adrian Sullivan 03 310-0607 

Mt Storm:  On the other side of the Ashley Gorge, Mt Storm is 
1254m high. This is a trip that the club has not done in a long 
time.  We  will  ascend  800m  one  of  the  Eastern  ridges,  and 
possibly do a loop trip for a change in scenery.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 4 Oct
Map: BW22 
Approx: $20
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Saturday 6 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Cristina Zablan 03 374 6354 
cristimo28@gmail.com

Planting Trees:  This November (Sat 3rd) we want you to come 
with us to the biggest music event Christchurch has seen in a long 
time.  And  it's  all  in  the  name  of  giving  back  to  our  thriving 
Christchurch  City  2.0.  The  Concert  is  about  people  making  a 
difference  in  their  community,  then  all  celebrating  at  the  best 
concert the south island has seen. The lineup is going to be epic, 
and  already  features:  Avalanche  City,  Hollie  Smith,  Goodshirt, 
Dane Rumble, J. Williams, K.One, Tyson Tyler & DJ CXL, Illegal 
Banditz  feat.  Brooke,  Kidz  in  Space,  Annah  Mac,  House  of 
Mountain, Hera, The Eastern, Dukes, Autozamm, Late Nyte Hype, 
Massad,  with  more  to  come!  More  info  can  be  found  at 
http://www.theconcert.co.nz/the-concert. How much does it cost? 
4+  hours  of  your  time.  The  CTC  decided  to  be  involved  with 
Coastal  Park  Development  native  plants  planting  project  on 
Saturday October 6 at Te Tai Kohaka at Woodend Beach Domain. 
We will meet at the 'Z' Station (formerly Shell) on Carlton Corner 
at 1 Papanui Road at 9:00 am. There are 48 spaces left to get 
involved  with  this  event.  Please  email  Cristina  at 
cristimo28@gmail.com or give her a call on 03-3746354 to pledge 
your time.

Grade: Work
Closes: 4 Oct
Map: BW24 
Approx: $0

Saturday 6 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 

Port  Hills  4  -  Mystery Trip:  A trip somewhere different  to  the 
usual  however the current woolly residents my not be ready to 
welcome us. Plan B will still be Port Hills...elsewhere. The views 
will be great over the plains & Christchurch. Farm tracks or rolling 
Hills. Weather permitting suitable for Kids & buggies.

Grade: Easy/family
Closes: 4 Oct
Map: BX24 
Approx: $5

Weekend 6-7 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931 

Paske Hut: Paske Hut sits in the headwater of the Rainbow River. 
The plan for Saturday is to walk up the Clarence River past Lake 
Tennyson and over Paske Saddle into the hut. Bernhard will find a 
different  route  on  Sunday.  Ice  axe  and  crampons  might  be 
required. Early start 7am. Paske Hut is a standard hut, one hut 
ticket or an annual hut pass is required to stay at this hut.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 27 Sep
Map: BT24 BS24 
Approx: $35
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Sunday 7 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: James Hopkins 

Sudden Valley: Sudden Valley is the home of a lovely little river, 
Sudden  Valley  Stream,  which  provides  a  very  good  summer 
water-and-rock-hopping trip. After crossing the Hawdon River we 
start  up  the  Stream  itself  -  multiple  crossings  back  and  forth, 
scrambling round a  few easy bouldery sections,  passing lovely 
pools and splashing rapids, a few diversions into the bush . .  . 
There is a short  steep climb of a couple of  hundred metres to 
negotiate the Barrier Falls gorge and then we descend again and 
soon  afterwards  emerge  into  the  more  open  river  flats  and 
stunning scenery of upper valley with Mts Wilson and Scott above 
us. We head to the new Sudden Valley Biv for lunch and then 
travel back the same way.

Grade: Easy+ 
(water trip)

Closes: 4 Oct
Map: BV21 
Approx: $25

Thursday 11 October Club Night

Christchurch Tramping Club trips and other exotic  places:  Jonathon Carr shows 
slides  of  his  many  adventurous  Christchurch  Tramping  Club  trips,  and  other  exotic 
places! Jonathon is a tramper, climber, water bug pilot, caver and rafter. Who know what 
adventures we will see, so the only thing to do is turn up this Thursday and find out for 
yourself.

Friday 12 October 
Departure point:  Meeting at  Club  Rooms on 
Friday night, then drive out to Little River on 
Saturday

Leader: Adrian Busby 325-5001 

Navigation Course: Ever been wandering around in the hills with 
no  idea  where  you  are?  Sick  of  relying  on  others  who  get 
themselves and you lost? Then, you can find your way out of a 
blizzard at 2am in the morning with this highly insightful course. 
Adrian  has  extensive  experience  in  navigating  in  all  sorts  of 
terrain,  including  the  infamous  Rakaia  Island  trip,  where  even 
dead  possums can  be  used  as  navigational  aids!  Learn  those 
essential navigation skills - map, compass and the basics of using 
a  GPS -  on  this  navigation  course.  Recommended for  all  club 
members  who  lack  a  sense  of  direction.  There  will  be  a 
preparation session on Friday night, 7pm - 9.30 pm (probably at 
the Horticultural Hall) which you will need to attend as well as the 
practical day on Saturday. On Saturday we will  meet at 9am at 
Little River. This will be a full day, learning skills and putting them 
into practice 'in the field' including not just map reading but real 
navigation in the hills. Normal full tramping gear, pack, lunch, etc 
required. An important part of the course will be the selection of 
suitable equipment (compasses, GPS etc). It was foggy during the 
previous two years' which were perfect conditions to learn how to 
navigate your way in poor visibility, so bad weather is no excuse 
for this course.

Grade: Training
Closes: 11 Oct
Map:  
Approx: $20
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Saturday 13 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Andrew Wrapson 980-6006 

Hallelujah Flat:  Hallelujah Flat is about 9k up the Andrews from 
Andrews Shelter, on the way to the Casey Hut. We are aiming to 
go up the stream, which is an interesting alternative to the track: 
for much of the way there is a route along one side of the stream 
or the other, but linking them up involves crossing the stream back 
and forth, and there are a few sections scrambling over the rocks 
and boulders on the banks of the stream itself. It is lovely route to 
the equally lovely Hallelujah Flat. Return probably down the track, 
through the red beech forest, and back to the cars. Make sure you 
bring enough warm layers (polypro), and of course hat and gloves, 
so  that  you  can  keep  cosy  while  in  the  stream  and  also  get 
changed into something dry once you reach the Flat.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 11 Oct
Map: BV21 
Approx: $25

Weekend 13-14 October 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: William King 03 3578922 
Bill.King@enable.net.nz

Potts Hut - Big Hill Range:  Travel down to Lake Clearwater on 
Friday night to stay in tents at the lake. A nice spot for camping 
with good scenery. Saturday: head up the Potts River to Potts Hut. 
With afternoon excursions as desired or a book to read. Sunday: 
either an early start to climb Big Hill with axe/crampons or a sleep 
in and some more reading. Then back out to the cars via Dog 
Range. Potts Hut is about 12+kms and a 900m height gain from 
the bridge. Ice axes to be taken, along with crampons for Big Hill. 
No hut tickets required.

Grade: Moderate 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 4 Oct
Map: BW18 

BX18 
Approx: $35

Sunday 14 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 

Coastal Exploring - Peninsula - Squally Bay:  Stating at 300m 
on easy farm country,  (tracked & untracked) we decend to  the 
east headland of Island bay then follow the coastal  cliffs  round 
descending  further  to  Wakamoa  Bay.  Continuing  on  round 
Wakamoa Reef along the clifftops to Rocky Nook and perhaps a 
little further to the next point before heading back to the cars. This 
section of the coast has some amazing cliffs and rock formations.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 11 Oct
Map: BY24 
Approx: $20
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Sunday 14 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 

Hinewai/Otanerito  Bay:  Hinewai  is  a  beautiful  bird  and  bush 
reserve on the eastern side of Banks Peninsula, accessed from 
the Summit Road above Akaroa. The reserve has a wide range of 
natives  including  some  original  remnant  beech  and  the  newer 
plantings which are really getting established now. When you sit 
down you can really hear the bird-song all around you. There are 
plenty of loop options of varying terrain and distance depending 
on the group so we can get right down to Otanerito Bay and back 
up to the car park again or do a shorter trip and find more of the 
waterfalls hidden in the bush . . .

Grade: Easy+
Closes: 11 Oct
Map: BX24 
Approx: $20

Sunday 14 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344 

Mt  Bruce:  The  leader's  last  scheduled  attempt  on  Mt  Bruce 
finished up on Red Hill because of a norwester. He's keen to try 
again, swapping his scheduled Red Hill trip for another attempt on 
Mt Bruce. [But if you'd rather do the Mt Lyndon to Red Hill trip, let 
him know --  he  might  be  persuaded.]  Mt  Bruce is  a  moderate 
tramp in the Lagoon Saddle area. Starting from Cora Lynn, you 
climb up through the  beech forest  and out  onto  open tussock. 
Good views from the top (1630m, or about 1000m height gain). 
From there we'll  descend into  Broad Stream and follow a very 
pleasant track back through the bush along the stream to Cora 
Lynn. This trip would suit  people looking to step up from easy-
moderate tramping -  not  too far,  not  too fast,  not  too high,  no 
surprises, but still just a little bit more to challenge you. Ice axes 
may be required - ask the leader.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 11 Oct
Map: BW20 
Approx: $20

Tuesday 16 October Social Event

Meal out at the Himalayas Indian Restaurant:  Contact Jim Western on 377 5431 or 
jimwestern@xtra.co.nz Meal out at the Himalayas Indian Restaurant, at 830A Colombo 
Street (between Salisbury and Peterborough Streets). I have made a booking for 6.30 
pm, at present there are ten places, so please can you put your name on the list, or 
contact me before turning up. Mains are around the $17.50 to $20 mark as a guide. Meat 
and vegetarian dishes are offered, and I believe that all are gluten free.

Thursday 18 October Club Night

Darwin to Pemberton via Perth: From the Northern Territory Tropical Capital to the tall 
timbers of the warm temperate southwest, Rex and Greta Vink went overland stopping at 
many places on the way. Many of us have probably travelled along Australia's eastern 
coast, but far less of us are familiar with the far side of this vast island continent. Come 
and see for yourself the reason why you should visit this region.
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Long  Weekend  20-22  October  Early  start  - 
7am 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531 

Ngakawau  Base  Camp:  Ngakawau  is  about  25km  north  of 
Westport and a great place for a base camp. Saturday afternoon 
we will  explore the Charming Creek Walkway,  Sunday we can 
have  a  look  at  the  Denniston  Plateau or  the  Mokihinui  Gorge. 
Accommodation for both nights is in a sea front house ($20 per 
night) but there is also limited space for tents.

Grade: All / Family
Closes: 11 Oct
Map: BR21 
Approx: $50+Accom

Long Weekend 20-22 October 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Cristina Zablan 03 374 6354 
cristimo28@gmail.com

Brewster  Hut  -  Haast  Pass:  The  track  to  the  hut  starts  from 
Fantail Falls, few km from Haast Pass and it is a steep 3 - 4 hr 
(2.5km) climb through beech forest above bushline. The 12-bunk 
Brewster  Hut  (no heating)  is  a  serviced alpine hut  ($15.30 per 
night), hut tickets are not valid there, fees to be paid at Mt Aspiring 
NP Visitor Centre. We will be leaving Christchurch on Friday 19th 
evening, stay a night in Arthurs Pass club hut, then drive to the 
Fantail  Falls  in  the  morning  and  climb  to  the  hut.  Saturday is 
optional  for  people  to  climb  Mt  Armstrong,  Mt  Brewster  or 
Brewster Glacier. This is a glacier and mountaineering terrain, so 
to climb the above: snow skills, glacier travel skills and equipment 
is  a  must.  (this  will  be  discussed  closer  with  potential  trip 
members) Otherwise people can choose easier walks around the 
hut. The location being in the heart of West coast, this trip will not 
run in a bad weather.

Grade: Moderate 
with 
Climbing 
Options

Closes: 11 Oct
Map: BZ13 
Approx: $100 + 

accom

Thursday 25 October Club Night

Newsletter night:  Please help us put newsletters in envelopes and be the first to read 
the latest news hot off the press. Maybe it's time to hatch those long Christmas tramping 
trips, or think up some weekend trips you want to do now that the daylight hours are on 
the increase. Otherwise be social, and catch up with your tramping buddies.
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Saturday 27 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Alastair Brown 343-5111 

Mt Catherine:  Mt Catherine is a superb peak overlooking Lake 
Heron in the Clent Hills area. We'll access via a 4WD road and 
cross the flats then ascend the south west ridge - about 1000m 
sustained climb, some of it fairly steep, tussock at first and then 
rock - to get to the commanding summit of Mt Catherine (2085m). 
Check out the views of the Arrowsmiths in the distance and plan 
your next adventure! Given sufficient enthusiasm from the group 
and the  leader  we may make a loop by descending the  rocky 
slopes to the south over 2045, 2039 etc. Mostly red sandstone, it's 
bare,  open  and  starkly  beautiful  -  a  good  achievement  for  a 
moderate tramper who is happy with a bit of scrambling and a 24 
km day (estimated up to around 9 hours). Ice axe and crampons 
probably required. Early start - contact leader.

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 25 Oct
Map: BX19 
Approx: $25

Weekend 27-28 October Friday evening plus 
full weekend 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Steve Bruerton 322-6196 
steve.ngaire@xtra.co.nz

Basic Snowcraft Course: An introduction to the basic snow skills 
needed by any club member wishing to head into the high country 
over winter. The course covers the use of ice axe and crampons, 
basic avalanche awareness, winter survival techniques and snow 
shelters. Participants must attend the Friday night at the club hut, 
and will need ice axe, crampons and helmet. These can be hired 
from the gear custodian ..... get in quick with your bookings or you 
will  have  to  hire  gear  from the  mountaineering  shops in  town. 
Grade Moderate. Based at the club hut so normal hut fees apply. 
Participants will  need in addition to the items stated above, full 
waterproofs, sun glasses/ski goggles and plenty of winter clothing 
particularly gloves and/or mittens. This course is available only to 
full club members.

Grade: Training
Closes: 18 Oct
Map: BV20 
Approx: $60

Sunday 28 October 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 

Mt Lyndon: Mt Lyndon (1489m) is - unsurprisingly - right next to 
Lake Lyndon, at the other side of Porters Pass. It's a nice little trip, 
looking out towards Castle Hill Peak and Torlesse one way, and 
the Porter Heights ski area the other. About 650m of height gain, 
untracked but through relatively easy sub-alpine scrub, and about 
8 k.

Grade: EasyMod
Closes: 25 Oct
Map: BW20 

BW21 
Approx: $20
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Thursday 1 November Club Night

Camino de Santiago de Compostela - a Pilgrim's Progress. The Way of St James:: 
Rescheduled as a result of the June 7th snow fall; Anne Cochrane and Susan Cotton 
have both walked this pilgrims trail from France, across the top of Spain to Santiago de 
Compostela on separate occasions. Not only did they enjoy spectacular scenery and 
meet interesting people but they were able to get a feel for the endurance required when 
walking for weeks on end (5 in all). The route is still alive with people walking, riding, and 
crawling (!) today even though it has been established by the 12th century. The trail has 
attracted great wealth over the centuries which is expressed in the incredible architecture 
and flamboyance seen in the churches and monasteries along the way. This is in great 
contrast to the simplicity of the pilgrims' journey Susan and Anne experienced. Come and 
hear their story.

Saturday 3 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Jim Western 377 5431 

Avalanche Peak:  We'll  be going up Avalanche Peak (1833 m, 
about 1000m height gain) via Scott's Track. This track begins just 
north  of  the  village  and  climbs  through  beech  forest  and  then 
follows a poled route up the north-eastern spur of the Peak. There 
are some narrower sections near the summit. Arthur's Pass is a 
spectacular place in the winter and the top of Avalanche is THE 
place to be able admire it all from. Make sure you have an ice axe. 
Check with leader about crampons. Avalanche Peak is not named 
that for nothing: the leader will  be checking with DOC on snow 
conditions and the trip may go elsewhere if necessary.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 1 Nov
Map: BV20 
Approx: $25

Saturday 3 November Social Event

Social Event:  Do you want to go to a free concert? If  so please see the information 
about  Christina  Zablan's  tree  planting  work  party.  The  full  details  are  listed  in  the 
Saturday October 6th trips section of this newsletter.

Weekend 3-4 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931 
bernhard.parawa@cdhb.govt.nz

Otehake Hut:  The club hasn't been in the upper Otehake River 
for  a  long time.  The plan  is  to  walk  up  the  Edwards  River  on 
Saturday and hopefully make it to the Otehake Hut for the night. 
Return via Tarn Col, Walker Pass and Hawdon River on Sunday. 
There are plenty of things to explore in this area and Bernhard 
might deviate from this plan depending on weather and party.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 25 Oct
Map: BV20 BV21 
Approx: $35
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Sunday 4 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 

Mt White:  Mt  White,  1741m,  is  at  the  more  strenuous  end  of 
moderate just  because of  the height gain (about 1200m height 
gain from the cars) and length (15-20 k depending on our route on 
the day) but it is a lovely place with great views. We'll be able to 
make a loop with some good tops travel and a return on a 4WD 
track in the Esk Valley.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 1 Nov
Map: BV21 
Approx: $25

Thursday 8 November Club Night

Alpine  and  Avalanche  Awareness  Evening.:  Andrew  Hobman  is  the  Alpine  and 
Avalanche Program Manager for the MSC (Mountain Safety Council). This evening he 
will introduce us to his experience in the mountains and avalanche awareness. He will 
also let use know what the MSC does, and how it is run

Saturday 10 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce James 332-3473 

Peak Hill:  Pat  Barrett  rates  it  'unequivocally  outstanding'  as  a 
viewpoint  and a 'special  place  for  mood and light'  and he has 
surely seen a few of the best! There is good access via a well 
graded track up to a small saddle from where you can see into 
both the Rakaia and out over beautiful Lake Coleridge. From the 
saddle we'll continue up through the tussocks to the broad summit 
at 1240m, to give about 600m height gain altogether. A great trip 
at any time of year.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 8 Nov
Map: BW20 
Approx: $25

Weekend 10-11 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Li Li 021 236 3211 
ahhlili01@hotmail.com

Lake Christabel,  Rough Creek:  This  trip  didn't  go  earlier  this 
year  because of  too  much snow but  there  won't  be  any snow 
around this time: easy beech forest tramping on day 1, though it's 
quite a long way in to the hut at the head of the Lake. The route 
out on day 2 is via the poled route up and over the tops to Rough 
Creek, which has a reasonably good track down to the Lewis Pass 
Rd near the Maruia Hotel.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 1 Nov
Map: BT22 BT23 
Approx: $40

Sunday 11 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344 

Norma: A nice 1000m-odd climb to Norma, 1722m, in the Opera 
Range (Lewis Pass),  with a surprisingly good track (not on the 
map) through most of the bush, then open tussock leading to a 
rocky  ridge.  If  there  is  still  snow  around  then  ice  axe  and 
crampons (and the ability to use them) may well be required. Be 
one of the relatively few people to discover what a lovely tramp 
this is. We may do an early start - make sure your name's on the 
list or you have contacted the leader.

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 8 Nov
Map: BU23 
Approx: $30

− 11 −



Long  Weekend  16-18  November  Show 
Weekend 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Thomas Matern 354-4309 
thomas_matern@yahoo.co.nz

Edwards - Otehake:  The Edwards River and the lower Otehake 
River  are  visited  quite  regularly  by  the  club  but  the  obvious 
connection of these trips is hardly visited by anyone - for a reason. 
The track shown on a topo map has not been maintained for years 
and can hardly be called a poled route. Thomas has done this trip 
earlier this year on a rainy winter weekend and is keen to do it 
again under better conditions. The plan is to leave early on Friday, 
shuffle  the  cars  and walk  up the  Edwards River  to  the  hut  for 
lunch.  We  carry  on  over  Taruahuna  Pass  all  the  way  to  the 
Otehake Hut. This is mostly on a good track except for the last 
3km. On Saturday all we have to do is to make it to the hot pool. 
This is 6km of truly epic bush bashing and will keep us busy for 
most of the day. After a night at the pool it will be a relaxing walk 
out  on  Sunday.  There  is  no  significant  height  gain  on  this  trip 
(500m up  on  Friday and all  downhill  from there)  but  the  track 
along the upper Otehake is beyond imagination. River crossing 
skills and great patience required.

Grade: Moderate 
(including 
epic bush 
bashing)

Closes: 8 Nov
Map: BV20 BV21 

BU20
Approx: $40

Long  Weekend  16-18  November  Show 
weekend 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531 
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Punakaiki Base Camp: We will be leaving at 10am on Friday and 
do some short walks along the way. Saturday we will go to the 
Ballroom Overhang and the Fox River Cave. Sunday we will do 
the Pororari  River Walk and return not too late to Christchurch. 
There is an option to walk the entire Inland Pack Track on that 
weekend. Accommodation is in a beach house for $30 per night. 
Contact Liz ASAP on 0211400531 or by email.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 8 Nov
Map: BS19 BS20 
Approx: $50+Accom

Saturday 24 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: David Sutton 021 1808081 

Otarama:  After a stroll up the pretty little Kowai river to the huts 
we start the real thing - up the long southwest spur of Torlesse to 
the summit (1961m, about 1300m total height gain, which makes it 
a bit more strenuous than some moderate trips). Then, from here 
we'll go along the ridge to Otarama, a peak to the NNE, and only 
2m higher than Torlesse itself. Be prepared for an early start as it 
will be a long day...

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 22 Nov
Map: BW21 
Approx: $20
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Sunday 25 November 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 

Foggy Peak:  Foggy Peak is just beside Porters Pass - yes - let 
the car do most of the hard work, start from around 940m and 
have a  relatively easy trip  up the  stony slopes of  Foggy Peak 
(1741m, i.e. about 800m height gain) for lunch. You'll be able to 
look on towards Castle Hill  Peak, around to Torlesse, across to 
the Craigieburns . . . it's totally misnamed of course and there is 
never any fog or even a suspicion of heavy mist here. Make sure 
you contact the leader directly to put your name down because he 
will have the list.

Grade: EasyMod+
Closes: 22 Nov
Map: BW21 
Approx: $20

Weekend 8-9 December 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531 
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Reefton Base Camp: Leave early Saturday morning 7.30am. Do 
a  days  walk  up  St  james  to  Cannibal  or  Aida  hut  on  way  to 
Reefton. The house sleeps 5-6 and there is room for tents as well. 
Sunday  check  out  local  spots  andd  return  after  lunch. 
Accommodation about $20 per person. (ring 0211400531 before 
October)

Grade: Easy/All
Closes: 29 Nov
Map: BS21 BT21 
Approx: $50+Accom

Sunday 9 December 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 

Lake Rubicon & Beyond: Out west past Springfield. A pleasant 
day hike that leads in over rolling farm land and on up the valley to 
the little gem that is Lake Rubicon nestled in the foothills of Mt 
Torlesse.  A  perfect  place  for  lunch.  Further  ramblings  may be 
possible up the valley.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 6 Dec
Map: BW21 
Approx: $20

Multi day trip 1-8 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531 
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Great  Ocean  Road  (Oz!):  2013  Trip  to  Great  Ocean  Rd. 
Tentative itinerary: 3 days in Grampians then back to Melbourne 
for 2 nights to visit  Port Nepean and Phillip Island. Cost: about 
$700 + air fare (includes vehicle hire, backpacker accommodation, 
food allowance of $30 per day). Dates in March or May as school 
holidays  in  April.  Local  walks: 
http://www.grampiansnationalpark.com/grampians/national/park/w
alks.asp Contact Liz by email if interested. Spaces left for two at 
this time. Discuss final details in October-ish

Grade: All
Closes: 21 Feb
Map: N/A 
Approx: $TBA

− 13 −

http://www.grampiansnationalpark.com/grampians/national/park/walks.asp
http://www.grampiansnationalpark.com/grampians/national/park/walks.asp


Trip Reports
16 September 2012

The Gap - Torlesse Range
A trip along the tops of the Torlesse Range, over Foggy Peak and Castle Hill to The Gap 
had  the  potential  to  be  a  stunning  trip  with  the  amount  of  snow  still  visible  on  the 
mountains and the views available from these peaks. Nine optimistic trampers meet at 
Springfield  with  a  forecast for  clearing conditions later in the day.  The actual  weather 
wasn't as bad as expected for the start of this trip, with the temperature mild, the winds 
reasonably light but with clouds shrouding the peaks we were to climb.
After  leaving  Porters 
Pass  around  9:30am 
and heading up towards 
Foggy  Peak,  it  was 
starting  to  look 
promising  as  blue  skys 
and  the  sun  became 
visible.  Re-grouping  on 
Foggy  Peak  after  re-
donning outer layers for 
wind  protection,  it 
became  apparent  that 
the clag was gonna stay 
and we weren't going to 
climb above it.

Setting off in very poor visibility, following the foot prints of another group ahead of us, 
someone soon got wise to the fact that those aforementioned foot prints didn't seen to be 
going in the direction we wanted, as we couldn't hardly see more than 20 meters in front of 
us and certainly not out next destination, a check on a GPS soon put us back on track. 
First lunch was finally had on about contour 1800, just before the steep ascent to Castle 
Hill Peak. The mist did lift slightly to give limited views while lunching and fortunately the 
wind had dropped also at that point. 
Donning crampons, we set off for a considerably steep climb up into more fog and finally 
onto Castle Hill Peak, where the stunning views remained stubbornly hidden behind the 
aforementioned fog. After dropping off Castle Hill Peak, the snow became softer, resulting 
in the removal of crampons but the terrain became more challenging due to the rocky 
nature of the section we were heading into. We finally arrived in The Gap around 2:30pm 
where we had second lunch, enjoyed the stillness of the air particles and some limited 
views of what was below. With plentiful snow in The Gap and down into the Kowai a rapid 
descent was guaranteed via the technical art of Bum Sliding. Uncle Roddus was the last 
one off the top and was able to make a very rapid descent via the bum grooves left by the 
previous  sliders,  but  when  he  got  to  near  the  bottom,  after  an  exhilarating  ride,  he 
discovered that his crampons had come adrift from his back back and indeed there they 
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were right near the very top of the snow slope some 200M above. The rest of the group 
waited patiently while he slogged back up the slope through quite deep snow until  he 
retrieved the missing items. Then got to do and even better bum slide all the way back 
down again. It was at this point, after he suggested that Uncle Roddus could now be a 
contender for a Loo Loo award, that the ever reliable DOC Bryce(That's Droped Of Cliff) 
managed to  trip  over  his  own feet  and do an ungainly  somersault  in  the  snow while 
Gashing himself  in the face with his ice axe. The rest of the trip down the kowai was 
uneventful and we made it back to a conveniently parked car just before 6:00PM after a 
distance of about 15.5km and just over 1000M height gain(Except Uncle Roddus who did 
about 1200M).

Participants:  Andrea Zahn(Leader), Oliver Boyd, Steve Bruerton, Bryce Williamson, Karl 
Holdorf, Chris Bamford, Matthew Crombie, David Sutton, Rodney Erickson(scribe).
For more photos from this trip check out Rodney's Blog and Bryce and Andrea's photos at 
the following links:
 http://roddus.blogspot.co.nz/2012/09/the-gap-torlesse-range-16th-september.html 
 https://plus.google.com/photos/100330633954958620032/albums/5789290870308414337
?authkey=COmy957i1J2E3gE
 https://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?
uname=113124484069630304965&target=ALBUM&id=5789255432691674465&authkey=
Gv1sRgCJf436XW6oSriwE&invite=CMW-qcIJ&feat=email
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16 September 2012

Mt Winterslow Circuit
This trip had been shifted to the Sunday because of a foul weather report for the intended 
Saturday. An economical carload of 5 trampers left CHCH at 7:30am and rendezvouwed 
with Max from Timaru at the Staveley Store. Destination Mt Winterslow, summit = 1700m.
The weather is  better  than expected, with  skies clearing and mists  coming and going 
everywhere. No wind. No rain. Promise of sun. 
Starting from the Sharplin Falls car park at 9:20am, we follow the track over Duke Knob 
and soon reach the turn-off  to the unofficial  track that will  take us northwards through 
forest to the Mt Winterslow ridge. We re-group here, then press on. 
Once  clear  of  the  bush-line,  the  snow  conditions  are  perfect.  There  is  just  a  few 
centimetres of fresh snow over firm snow, so snow travel is quick. We lunch under a weak 
sun on a calm ridge @ ~ 12:30pm where a few rocks poke through the snow. 
We summited ~ 4 hrs 20 mins after starting, surrounded in mist. We assess how we feel 
and the snow conditions and decide to carry on and do the loop via Pinnacles Hut. Views 
come and go, to the left and right. 
Conferring with Max, and our twin maps and GPSs, we take the correct spur down to link 
up with the Mt Somers Round the Mountain Track. We are kept company by a lone but 
insistent and beautiful young Kea. 
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We eagerly recharge our water bottles at side streams near Pinnacles Hut, reaching the 
hut ~5pm for a break & toilet stop. Beyond the hut we lowered ourselves further & further 
into mist, so the light levels dropped off quickly with setting sun and loss of altitude. The 
last few hours dragged on and on, particularly as most of us (except Max) were now quite 
tired and slowing down. 

Then  came  the  point  when  we  just  had  to  turn  our  torches  on,  and  the  heavy  mist 
dispersed our beams and made it surprisingly hard to see our way. We kept moving slowly 
along to ensure a sustainable pace, and to avoid tripping or slipping leading to injury, 
reaching the cars at 7:40pm in the pitch dark. Along the way through the forest we kept 
fairly tightly together to ensure contact visually and audially, stopping every now and then 
to gather in a tired one. 
We were ecstatic to have done the circuit, ticked that one off, and gratefully got changed in 
the shelter and settled back in to the comfy car seats. In round figues, we walked 20km 
with a total of 1500m height gain in 10hrs 20mins. No record broken, but we are very 
happy. We farewell Max, then head to Rakaia where the trusty Salmon Cafe is still open at 
~  9pm and we  have  a  leisurely  intake  of  quality  food and  drink.  Trip  upgraded  from 
Moderate to Mod/Hard.

We  were:  Max  De  Lacey,  Michael  Lavarias,  David  Selway,  Cristina  Zablan,  Lovisa 
Eriksson, & Warwick Dowling (leader & scribe).
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23 September 2012

Mt Maukuratawhai
A fairly regular trip on the CTC calendar, this scribe had done this trip as recently as 2010. 
This time I was hoping for a lot more snow and after the disappointment of lack of views 
last weekend, I would have been strongly disappointed if I didn't get to see anything again. 
The weather God chose to co-operate this time as 8 keen trampers prepared for the chilly 
crossing of  the Clarence River on this fine but frosty morning. 

Everyone,  bar  this  scribe,  chose to  don river  crossing  shoes for  the  fording  and then 
change into their boots before scrambling up the hill  (Uncle Roddus is made of harder 
stuff). It didn't take long before Alan spotted some wilding pines small enough to succumb 
to  his silky saw  and  so  a  pattern  was  set  for  the  lower  part  of  the  journey.  Things 
progressed  well,  with  good  time  being  made  of  our  ascent  and  the  first  snow being 
encountered. By the time we got to the last section of hill to be climbed, the snow and the 
steepness of the last part prompted the donning of   crampons. It  was at this point that 
this inattentive  scribe  discovered  that  he  had  ripped  the  strapping  away  from  one  of 
the rivets during last weekends adventures and couldn't fasten that strap. Fortunately, ever 
prepared, a magic spare bootlace appeared from his bottomless day pack and all   was 
well as we scaled the final leg to the summit where we got to enjoy the magnificent views 
of the surrounding snow capped mountains.
Leader Bryce (who had also been on this mountain before) was keen to try another route 
down from the one both he and I  had done on the previous club trips.  Therefore we 
headed off along the ridge to the west this time and had no problems circling around the 
tops and back down the Western ridge to the Clarence River.
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We estimated we walked about 13km, climbed an accumulated gain of about 1200M and 
executed about 40 wilding pines.

Trampers: Bryce Williamson (Leader), Silvia Horniakova, Cristina Zablan, Lovisa Eriksson, 
David Selway, Murray Gifford, Alan Ross and Rodney Erickson(Scribe)
For  More  photos  check  out  Rodneys  Blog:  http://roddus.blogspot.co.nz/2012/09/mt-
maukuratawhai-23-september-2012.html

Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.
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More about the CTC
Club Officers

President: Warwick Dowling 981-2045

Senior Vice 
President: Alan Ross 384-6425

Junior Vice 
President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Secretary: Li Li 021 236 3211

Treasurer: Andrea Zahn 382 1044

Club Captain: Adrian Busby 325-5001

New Members 
Rep: Liz Van Ekeris 337-0948

New Members 
Rep: David Cockeram 337-0948

Day Trip 
Organiser: Bryce Williamson 351-6366

Weekend Trip 
Organiser: Thomas Matern 354-4309

Social 
Convenor: Jim Western 377 5431

Gear Custodian: Thomas Matern 354-4309

Editor: Sam Cook 322-7793

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Hut Bookings: Bernhard Parawa 981-4931

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back 
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please 
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, 
phone Bernhard Parawa 981 4931; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329; or if they’re both 
away, Andrew Wrapson 980-6006. Hut fees are $10 member, $10 member's partner, $20 
non-member, $5 kids under 12. If you find any problems or maintenance required, please 
tell the hut convenor, Steve Bruerton, ph 322 6196. 
Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of 
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is 
Thomas  Matern,  ph.  354-4309.  Note:  club 
gear  assigned to  you  is  your  responsibility; 
please take care of it. Please make sure you 
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to 
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily 
punctured when bush bashing or even lost. 
This  may result  in  serious  damage to  your 
bank account! Please air and dry tents after 
taking  them  on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not 
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear 
custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor 
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 21 October 2012 – Thanks.
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